
Answer Key — ¿Tú o usted?
1. tú — Close friend / same age — informal.
2. usted — Authority figure at school — formal respect.
3. tú — Family member, younger — informal.
4. usted — Elderly person you just met — formal respect.
5. usted — Professional setting with a stranger — formal.
6. tú — Family member, close relationship — informal.
7. usted — Adult stranger providing a service — formal.
8. tú — Adults usually address young students informally.
9. usted — Authority figure / stranger — formal respect.
10. tú — Peer / same age — informal.
11. usted — Job interview with a superior — formal.
12. tú — Speaking to a small child — always informal.
13. usted — Phone call with a stranger in a business — formal.
14. tú — Immediate family — informal (in most families).
15. usted — Older adult + using a title (señora) — formal.
16. tú — Friend / teammate your age — informal.
17. usted — Adult stranger + 'disculpe' signals formal register.
18. tú — Close friend — informal.
19. usted — Customer service with a guest — formal.
20. usted — Professional with a title (Doctor) — formal.
21. tú — Pets always get tú — informal / affectionate.
22. usted — Adult stranger in public — formal.
23. usted* — Many families use usted with grandparents to show respect (*varies by family and country 
— some use tú).
24. tú — Classmate / friend — informal.
25. usted — Formal written communication with an official — formal.
26. tú — Sibling — informal, even if older.

Grading note: Accept any reasonable explanation that identifies the relationship (age, familiarity, authority, 
respect). For #23, accept tú OR usted with a valid justification — usage with grandparents varies by family and 
country.


